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the week’s saltwater catches

latest news

three taps and he’s in
Dave Morris got fair warning that 
this 24lb blonde ray was about to 
take his bait when he fished a mark 
two miles off the Kent coast.

After receiving three hefty taps 
on his rod-tip, the 66-year-old 
retired shopfitter from Rainham in 
Kent lifted his rod, only for it to arch 
back down to the boat’s gunnels as 
the fish tried to power away.

Dave said: “I had no option but to 
back the reel’s clutch off as the ray 
tried to make its escape. 

“Every time I managed to win 
some line back on the reel the fish 
just streaked off again.

“This must have happened  
three or four times, and it took  
me at least 15 minutes to get the 
upper hand.”

Dave was fishing aboard the 

Next stop a twenty?

New Sea Angler magazine on sale now

still time to contribute
The MCZ Project – which is tasked 
with identifying marine 
conservation zones around our 
coast – is close to making its final 
recommendations to government, 
having spoken to thousands of sea 
anglers, scientists, marine 
industries, divers and others.

The objective of the MCZ is to 
conserve areas of the sea 

This 10lb 4oz cod was the best of a seven-fish catch weighing 34lb 
taken from a North 
East rock mark at 
Howick by Bedlington 
operations manager 
Paul Arkle. It’s the 
48-year-old’s 19th 
double-figure cod 
from this popular 
stretch of the 
Northumberland 
coast…and he’s hoping his 20th fish will be a 20-pounder!

A delighted Paul said: “I was fishing right on the rock edges 
and had to wait for a calm patch in the crashing waves to bring the 
cod ashore.”  

protecting rare, threatened marine 
habitats and species, while 
minimising the social and economic 
costs to all sea users. The project’s 
organisers have until June to 
develop their recommendations, 
before presenting them to Defra in 
the autumn. For more details on 
how to get involved, email: 
mczproject@jncc.gov.uk

Dave Morris 
with his 24lb 
blonde ray.

MCZ aims to 
conserve coastal 
zones of the UK.

club-swap 
deal

Two popular angling clubs have 
agreed a deal that lets the 

members of each try out the sport 
on offer at the waters controlled 
by their neighbours. Todmodern 

AS and Burnley and Pendle Anglers 
have signed an agreement that 

enables members of either 
association to swap their club 

book for a day to try the fishing 
on offer on the other club’s waters.
Interested members should call in 
to Burnley’s Mack Angling Centre 
and exchange their permit before 

taking it back at the end of the 
day. For more details call  

01282 427386.

catch more 
coarse fish
If you’re hunting for the perfect 
present, or 

simply love a 
bargain, then 

look no 
further – this 
book is the 
ideal gift for 
you. Made by 

the same team 
that puts together Angling Times, 
1000 Greatest Fishing Tips is full of 
brilliant advice and hints that are 

guaranteed to make your next trip 
on the bank a more successful one. 

Covering every major coarse fish 
species in easy to navigate 

chapters, the 132-page full colour 
book also includes clear instruction 
on how to make cutting edge rigs 

and superb, must-read stories. 
*Priced at just £9.99 (plus £2 p&p) 

1000 Greatest Fishing Tips is 
available by calling 0845 408 2606 
or visit www.calmproductions.com

Limited stocks available.

two will 
stand trial

Two people are set to stand trial 
for murder following the death of 
a man at a popular Warwickshire 
fishery. The body of Coventry’s 

Jason Bissell was found in 
Lanny’s Lagoon in October last 

year and 43-year-old Peter Hood 
of Vernon’s Lane, Nuneaton and 

40-year-old Joanne Dawn 
Griffiths of Bridgeacres Gardens, 

Coventry, have now been charged 
with the crime.

char in 
hampshire

Whinwhistle Fishery, Hampshire 
has become the first fishery 

outside of the Lake District to  
stock char. 

Char were added to the trout lakes 
last Thursday. The popular game 

fish has, until now, only been found 
naturally in the Lakes. 

For more details on fishing on any 
of the four trout and four coarse 
lakes at the venue go to www.

whinwhistlefishery.co.uk or call 
the venue: 01794 324485.

How i t wor k s

Read it eveRy week

holiday 
supadeals

Column on Page 30 

Save up to £140 on 
holiday’s to Lough 
Derg in Ireland, or 
what about 50% on a 
carp holiday to France?

Royal Charlotte out of Folkestone, 
skippered by Mick Coker. He fished 
with a 6ft flowing trace, size 4/0 
hook, 20lb braid and a Mustad 
Viking uptide rod.

2Press down hard then add 
the corn hookbait on top. 3Plug the feeder with 

pellets – again press hard. 4The bait breaks up and the 
spring pushes it out.

A 75lb bream 
and carp mix.

shotgun    feeder 
is ‘taking  venue 
apart’
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see THe liVe Video I go onlIne at    gofIshIng.co.uk to watch all of the actIon 

bY ben fisK 
ben.fisk@bauermedia.co.uk

Anglers have been taking Hinderclay 
Lakes apart using the Shotgun feeder, 
shunning conventional Method and 
pellet feeders and bagging up to 
100lb of mixed bream and carp.

Its new William Lake has been  
red-hot all winter after opening in 
October 2010, and visitors such as Tony 
Anderson have done very well  using a 
combination of the spring- loaded feeder 
and a pole line at the Diss, Suffolk 
complex. 

The Daiwa Angling Direct rod won a 
recent open match with 86lb and says 
that the water looks set to become one of 
the best bream venues in the country as 
temperatures rise.

“I’m not disputing that the Method 
feeder will catch a lot of fish as the water 
warms up, but it’s still fairly cold and do 
fish genuinely want to feed by pecking 
bait off the frame? I like the thought of a 
pile of bait a couple of inches away from 
the feeder, especially as the water here is 
clear.  

“The fish tend to back off after you 
catch a few and I don’t like to keep my 
bait in a tight area so I don’t use my line 
clip. Instead I pick two platforms on the 
far bank and vary where I cast between 
the two,” he said.

Tony started on his feeder with a single 
piece of hair-rigged corn. It brought him 
several early F1s plus a bonus common, 
with most bites ripping the rod from his 
grasp. His pellets require careful 
preparation and regular checks, or 

they won’t bind correctly and wedge the 
spring long enough to be cast.

“I soak the micropellets for two or 
three minutes in winter, or 90 seconds in 
summer when the temperature is much 
warmer. Then I leave them for 15-20 
minutes. After an hour the pellets don’t 
stick together so well and if you add 
more water it just turns them to mush, 
so you have to prepare more. So time 20 
minutes before you run out and do some 
more,” he said.

It’s the healthy stock of 2lb skimmers, 
plus bigger bream to over 4lb, which has 
had anglers flocking to fish the new 
William Lake, and Tony also puts in a 
pole line to target them. When they turn 
up, a big weight can be quickly amassed 
and he’d fed this with two balls of Sensas 
Magic groundbait laced with pellets.

After trying the pole intermittently 
without a bite, at 1pm the float finally 
disappeared and a 2lb skimmer was on 
its way in. Fishing a 4mm pellet, the 
next two hours were incredible. 

He added over 50lb of skimmers to 20lb 
of carp and if the fish backed off he put in 
another two balls of groundbait and had 
another few casts on his favourite 
Shotgun feeder – but the bream were 
even on this line too. 

“As it warms up I’m sure 
100lb will be winning 
most matches here 
on William 
Lake,” he 
said.

100lb nets on a tactic  
better than the Method

1Bait the hook and 3/4 fill 
the feeder with pellet.

See it  
online:
gofiShing.co.uk
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