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are lined with wooden stages sat on 
square-profile wooden stanchions and 
heavy reed vegetation occupying the 
majority of the rest. 

It’s a stunning-looking venue as far as 
commercials go, with a plethora of places 
for the big resident commons to snag 
and break you. It’s a venue that requires 
proper end tackle and a proper pole if 
you’re to come out victorious.

I rigged up with 0.22mm line straight 
through to a size 12 hook and a 4x14 
Malman float to fish paste – made with 
Dynamite Marine Halibut groundbait, as it 
happens.

Feed was to be 3mm Dynamite Baits 
Swim Stim pellets and I wasn’t being 
shy with the feed – on went my adapted 
(butchered!) 1pt Drennan bait tub/pole 
pot. Oh yes!

I sat myself in a corner swim where 
fishing to reeds and stick-ups is required. 
It’s around four feet deep there too, so it’s 
the sort of swim where fish can be tricky to 
extract. 

I was there to try and break the pole… 
so I thought I’d give myself every chance 
of doing just that! Brutal, yes, but if I don’t 
break it in these circumstances then you’re 
unlikely to – consider it my ‘duty’ as PF 
editor, if you will.

My colleagues on PF’s sister publication, 
Match Fishing magazine, had already 
rigged the top kits up with the heaviest 
elastic they could find, which happened 

Alex Bones hands out a hard test to the Xtreme M1, M2 and M3 
poles from a company that never fails to impress these days – Middy.

MIDDY XTREME POLES 

SSP: 
M1 – 4m £64.99
M2 – 10m £225
M3 – 11.5m/13m £449.99/£549.97

Alex ensured he 
piled on the pressure 

to give the poles a 
thorough testing! 

???????

THE ULTIMATE IN ‘BUDGET’ 
POLES?

to be one from the Browning stable that 
was actually THICKER than the purple-
coloured ‘30’ from Middy! It was also set 
‘pingy’… just in case elastic this thick 
wasn’t enough of a challenge!

So I filled the 1pt tub up with the 3mm 
pellets, which I’d softened slightly with 
water, and tipped them in the swim tight to 
the reeds at 10 metres.

I let the swim settle while I tidied up the 
rest of my station and took a few pics.

The reeds were knocking – the fish were 
there – time for a drop in. I mounted a 
MAP pole pot near the tip of the pole to 
accommodate my softish paste hook bait 
while I shipped out. I missed the first bite, 
but connected with the second – game on!

First of all I had to pull the fish from 
the reeds on my right-hand-side, which 
required plenty of force, then once the 
carp decided I wasn’t going to let it snag 
me in there it changed direction and 
steamed off for the middle of the lake! All 
I could do was hang on and either pick up 
the pieces afterwards, or let the fish turn 
and head back towards me. It turned and 

T he M1 is the shortest of the 
three Xtreme models, at four 
metres, while the ‘2’ comes 
at 10 metres and the ‘3’ is 
available in either 11.5m or 

13m packages.
The key here, though, is their strength 

– they’re made to handle the biggest, 
baddest situations and are rated as what 
Middy describe as ‘30 strong’. Yes, this 
really does mean they’re built to handle 
Middy’s very own grade 30 tank-stopping 
rubber thanks to their G-Pulse carbon.

The three poles are all fully 
interchangeable with each other, 
meaning you can start your ‘M’ collection 
off with the four-section M1 at £64.99 and 
move up to the M2 or M3 as and when fit. 

Or, you can start the other way around and 
add bits depending on where your fishing 
takes you – the choice is yours.

The two longer models each come with 
a ‘30 strong’ elastication kit and each of 
the three models come with Middy’s ‘Pull 
It’ facility on the second, third and fourth 
sections, allowing for the insertion of side 
puller bushes. The M2 and M3 also both 
come with reversible mini extensions as 
well as a pole carry holdall.

So the specs sound good, but what are 
they like in use?

Well, in all honesty if you only need a 
power pole for fishing up to 13 metres 
in length I don’t know why you’d need 
anything else!

I first got to try these some months 

back at Middy’s HQ and within a second 
of picking the M3 up at one of its longest 
lengths I was ‘sold’. I expected them to be 
just ‘okay’, pretty unmanageable lengths 
of carbon – but nothing could have been 
further from the truth! So, naturally, I 
was looking forward to taking them out 
on the bank to try… because most poles 
feel great when you’re in a windless office 
environment, but that’s not where we are 
going to use them of course.

We received the consignment at the 
office some weeks later, I loaded the car 
and headed to Stockton Reservoir; a 
venue in Warwickshire that I have fished a 
number of times, but one that is a suitable 
test base for such a series of poles.

The carp are big brutes and the banks 

back at me it came, but the stanchions 
here holding the wooden platforms 
present another problem – the fish head 
for them every time when they’re within 
netting range! Every time!

The pole was victorious… but then 
again did we really expect anything else 
from a model designed to handle these 
scenarios in its sleep?
The session offered more of the same: 

more big carp, more pellets fed and 
plenty of pulling required to extract some 
of these beasts.

In summary I couldn’t really be more 
impressed with these poles – the M3 took 
the most hammer on the session – and, 
honestly, if you never fish ‘long’ there’s 
little reason to buy anything other than a 
pole like this for the job. Try them… you 
simply can’t fail to be impressed! 

Spares are ‘cheap’ in relative terms 
and a couple of spare top kits will see you 
set up for pretty much any eventuality. 
I’d even be inclined to use this pole for 
lighter elastics too – it’s well balanced and 
light enough to do just that as well.

This unit put up 
a valiant fight but 
the Middy Xtreme 
came out on top!

Paste will pick out 
the bigger specimens 
at most venues!


